







































































._(neer Park .Deer Park Bouievard
‘Spring Lake Park

898 the City Council passed Ordmance No. 4372
‘hich declared .;‘thé necess;ty of appropriating certain
“private property'and lands for the use of the city of Oma-
1 ; for the purpose of makmg an-addition to the public

. 'fjparks 'parkways and botlevards.” What follows is a four-
g "‘;_"page hsnng of legal descriptions of parceis of land, lots,
and picces of lots that together cut a swath between

Riveryiew and Hanscom Parks. This document represents

fan early chapter in the official history of the Central
-':.:-lBoulevard the connector that was intended to link the
ms.lde” parks mc}udmg Hanscom Riverview

The southernmost portion of the Central Boulevard,
referred' to as'the South Central Boulevard was described
: m an 1898 Park Commissioners report “It will be 150
feet w1de exceptxng between Seventeenth and Twentieth
streets where it widens into a small park of twelve aczes,
enclosing a deep ravine, coversd with a dense growth of
forest trees.” .
~ . This widened area of the boulevard — iater enlarged By
"’ farther — was named Deer Park, presumably due to the
.- fact that it was carved from land in the Deer Park Addi-
tion, an area of steep terrain and thick vegetatxon that was
lL‘KcIy a popular home for deer.
The South Central boulevard was dedicated and
_ opened for travel in 1901; that section of parkway bet-
weeﬁ Riverview Park and the Union Pacific and Burling-
ton tracks at Vinton and 27th was renamed Deer Park
" Boulevard in 1913.
*In the late 1960s the State of Nebraska s Depamnent

Deer Park Boulevard;
‘ 1912




'Sprmg Lake Park
T 1924

: ‘Paviiio':n at Spririg- '
Lake Park; 1931 -

of Roads receweci txtie toa pomon of the bcuievard
through condemnation for Interstate Highway use. I- 480
severs the boulevard at 28th Street; this is one of two
major breaks in the parkway system caused by the build~
ing of the federal highway project. '
Spring Lake Park was added to the Omaba system in
1915, but its beginnings as a park date from thirty years
earlier — specifically, to 1884 when a groﬁp of business- -

men affiliated with. the Union Stockyards Company platted .

the subu:rb of Scﬁ_lth Omaba. City founders hoped to make
' South Omaha more attractive to prospective residents by
' resewing'mofe than one hundred acres of scenic land in .
‘}-the noﬂhwest corner of the townsite. Spnng—fed lakes on

) the property were used as South Omaha’ s water source,
and at one_ time the tract was sought by the state fpr a fish-

they; were ﬁrst mcorporated) orgamzed into the South’

. $Omaha Land Company in 1887. the land was “develoued '

i report, “on account of lack of ftmd

Aftef the group of original owners (or “syndicé%e"’ as .

" Fontenelle Park - .
-Fonten_eile Boulevard

- . This 108-acre tract of high rblling hills northwest of the

¢city’s original center serves as an example of the early

. Park Commiissioners” foresight in-planning ahead for - -
** future generations. Land for the park was purchased in’
1 893 with $90,000 in funds from the Board’s ﬁrst bond
 issue, despite protests from citizens who felt that the tract

was located too far from the city. HW.S. Cleveland
advised the Board on the selection of the site and in 1892

- was paid $1650 for plans for the tract’s redesign. In the
- same year, the park was named to commemorate the Chlef :
“of the Omaha Indxans Logan Fontenelle. '

Soon after the property’s acquisition, a number of

 trees were planted, but few survived the drought of the

mid-1890s. Further efforts to improve t_he iract were
deter:ed according to the 1898 Board of Comimsswners _
" cnncsm

Fortenelie Park goit coursé-, 1931

The Fontenelle tract remained essentially ?aéturerland
for another decade, until city growth expanding to the

; northwast created a demand for the property s 1mpr0v- —
"ment.



declaring the need to take land 10 complets the

- route was declared ready for impro\}ement."
. When the system of boulevard nomenclaty
changed in 1913, this stretch was named Paxton, for pig-
neer businessman Wﬂham Paxton Settling in Omah i
the 1860s, Paxton had exte_nswo bissiness and real
' interests in Omaha—primary among them was hi
volvement in the development of the Union Stockyards.
Together with John A Crexghton Boulevard, Paxton
A Bouievard forms a link between Bemis and For;tenelle -
- Parks that serves as a memonal to two of the c1ty S most‘;_’_"?
_influential 19th cemury citizens. B : '
- In addition to Paxton and Crelghton, in 1912 the city.”
‘ abqu:red through its powers of eminent domain land
needed for three other ma_yor links in the parkway sys— ‘
tem. Major work on extencimg and i improving the boule— :

vards would continue throughout the teens, fueled by the S

‘ prohferanon of automobﬂes anci their populanty for
recreamonal use. '

“dicate Par % ‘_

: "; S to sofme extent by landscape architects” with the éxpeﬁdi— |
o turo of about $30 000 for improvements. In 1892 South
* Omahans were angered by the land. company ’s building of

a seven—foot fence around the property, closing the park off
to pubhc use. After battles with residents, the company

sold part f he land for building lots, but agreed tokeepa -

portion open for the public.

For a penod Omaha Park Commissioners eyed “Syn-
as Spring Lake was commonly known—
for the sme of a south—szde park. Because the land was
within the corporate limits of South Omaha, acquisition
became acomphcated matter and the Board settled
mstead on the Riverview tract. When South Omaha was
annexed in. 1915 the city purchased the park land and

-+ Spring Lake came mto the Omaha system,

Ornaha also assumed ownershxp of five other parks
through the annexanon of South Omaha: Highland, Clear-
view, McKmley, Mandan and- Morton. With their acquisi-

‘tion, some attompts were made to buﬂd boulevard connec-

tions between soverai of théSe propemes e from Spring

" Lake to R1vorv1ew for example. The hnks however were.
: 'ﬁever reahzod 7 : N

Swimming Poal at Spring Lake; 1921
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Creighton Bodievard :
Paxton Bou_levard_

From information conzamed in the 1907 Park Co mis
sioners Anmnual Report, early plans for extendmg i
boulevard system north from Bémis Park catled for the
construction of a boulevard along 331d Street to “Vlﬂler

Park, with-a second segment branching from Bemis' north— n _: :
west to Fontenelle. Clearly, this proposal was never teal- o )
ized, but a modified version of the plan began to take 2

shape around 1910 with the development of John A
Creighton Boulevard. i s

Extending from Hamilton Street on the edge of the
old Walnut Hill Reservoir north to Lake along the form ;
37th Street, John A. C}:exghton Boulevard wmds east
Bedford where it follows 32nd north to Sahler. Land r;eéii~
ed for the two-mile parkway was aéquired through. édfz’-'
demnation proceedings initiated in 1910 and generaﬁy :
completed in 1912, While Omaha’s earlier boulevards -

moved through areas ahead of building deveiopment ' -
the case of this boulevard, a number of houses were taken o

to make room for the roadway.

Known for a brief time as Highland Boulevard, Iohn e

- A. Creighton Boulevard was given the name of the pio-
neer Omaha businessman and philanthropist in 1913 — .
six years after his death — in part, perhaps, to recognize -~
the contributions of his land company in furthering the
development of the parkway system. The John A.
Creighton Real Esta't_e & Trust Company d_oﬁa_ted tracts

for Hanscdm and Lincoln Boulevards; it appears thatthe -
company also may have been involved in advancing the T

system north of Bernis Park,

Of particular interest on this boulevard is the Toute of T

the roadway as it travels through what is now Adams :

Park. As a concession to modern, higher speed travel the R

hairpin curves of the original switchback have been
straightened, but the roadway path is still discerrﬁbie,_
though now covered by sod.

About a year after the City Council took action to set .

in motion the building of the north-south section of the

North Central Boulevard. the Couricil passed an ordinance

=~ Hanscom Boulevard

Hanscom Park

L City éfﬁcials may have been overly optimistic when they |
- passed an ordinance declaring Central Boulevard between

Riverview and Hanscom parks “open for public travel” in
1898. Preperty acquisitiont for the route was not complet-

~ed for at least another decade, when the gap between

Arbor Street and Hahscom Park was closed by donations

~ of land along 32nd Street.

 The area to the south of Hanscom Park was slower to
develop as°a residential district relative to land on the oth-

.- er three sides of the park; however, the cémpietion of the
" boulevard from Arbor Street spurred home—buﬁdmg south

of the park. The Commissioners report for 1909 observes E
that “the opening of the Botlevard into the par has

" made an ideal resxdence section forpeople whose work
. takes them to SouthO" aha '

As the report implies; - addition to-their recreatlonai ‘
function, boulevards were valued as expedient transit

© routes. According to H.W. S. Cleveland, the diagonal path
.. of a boulevard could save the traveler time as well as the

monotony of passage down a strai ght city street. In their
1897 report, the Commissioners looked ahead to a park-

- ~ 'way that would tie together scattered neighborhoods in

the city’s southeast district with South Omaha and “all the

. territory lying to the north and west of Hanscom park,”

noting that the boulevard would be “the only possible

- fce Skating in
Hanscom Park; 1915



j.roadway with a traversable grade connectin g these paﬂs ol

of the city.”
~ Later, when the City Councﬂ passed an ordmance
clarifying the boulevard system’s ccmfusmg nornenciature

(South East, West Central and North West, for examp}e) _

that portion of the South Central boulevard between

~ Arbor Street and Ed Creighton Avenue was demgnated
“Hanscom Boulévard.”

. Flower beds and
. conservatory in’
- Hanscom Park; 1917

In his book Omaha Memories, Ed Morearty recalled
_ Hanscom Park prior to its occupation by the Park Com-
missioners: “the only ornaments worthy of note in the '
park up to 1890 were two cadaverous bald eagles.” Over
 the park’s east entrance, the author reports, was an arched

. sign that read, “Nature Designs and Art Improves.” ,
' 'Morearty further observes that “if nature in its crude form _ :

ever needed the touch of art, that park certainly did.”

_ The Park Commissioners evidently concurred with. .
- Morearty’s assessment: the improvement of the Hanscom
"+ tract was one of the first pro;ccts taken on by the newly

e Tormed Board _ o
" Inthe summer of 1889 they aSsigned thg design ) :_ .

“ed in plan and very greatly impfoved...under his trained
- hands.” The 1898 Comrmissioners report describes the '.
~ results of his work: “Two lakes, a cascade, extensive

: - flower beds, two and one-half mﬂes of macadarmzed

- roadway, fountains and a magmﬁcent grewth of forest

" frees make this the onlv finished park in the ¢itv.” -

work to HW.S. Cleveland, and according to one Com- :
‘mission publication, Hanscom Park was “radically chang-

Mercer, prominent Omaha physician, street railway enter-
priser and real estate developer. Dr. Mercer built an

imposing family home at 40th and Cuming Streets in the -

" early 1880s; he was also an officer in the Bemis Park
. Land Development Company, developer of the Bemis

Park subdivision lying immediately to the east of Caroline
Mercer Park. _ _
Connecting with meoln Bouievard on the east, Mer- -

" cer Park Road sweeps through the park to join Mercer
" Boulevard. The boulevard terininates at 38th Street. To

connect with the next link in the sysiem, John Cfeigh-ton
Boulevard, one travels through land now owned by the
Metropotitan Utilities District, originally the site of the

- ¢ity's Walnut Hill waterworks and reservoir built in 1881.




not allow my name to be used in connection wit
1mprovement of the park.
. A compromise was struck, and in the end the park

" was developed according to the laﬂdscape archltec
plans. Today, key elements of the ongmal desxgns ha
~ been lost: the Iagoon has been removed and ext
: shrubbery has been replaced with sod. Ne.veﬂi‘;elass

. Cleveland’s decision to retain the site’s steep tdpdgraphyr

" has benefitted the pack by distancing it from nea.rby Cum— : f. =

 ing Street. N
The pmperty now occupled by Carohne Mercer Pa:k
and Mercer Park Boulevard was donated to the City i~

1912 by:the 8.D. Mercer Company. The four acres of pajik .

land were conveyed to the City under the condition that °

39th Street between Cuming and Nicholas would be éorsi_é .

* pleted as part of the boulevard system w1£hm nine months

Condmons of rhe deed spectﬁed the route of the p'ort or of _' -

the boulevard that extended throuch the patk, and ev
speﬂed out the paving inaterials for the boulevarcl

‘The df:ed also demgnated that the park portion of the
donation be known Dfﬁmaily as Carohne Mercer Park '
Ne}son Mercer, pr651dent of the 5.D. Mercer Company a
the txme of the donation, mtended the park as a memorial
to his 81ster Carohne Mercer who died during a 1911
. trans-Atlantié steamsi'np voyage. T

Land included in the donation was part of a much -
~larger tract acqulred and developed earher by Dr. Samu'

" Mercer Park Hoad;
1926

- ness of the park 'today :

" . About twenty-five years earlier, property for the park
had been donated to the City by early Omaha settlers,

- Andrew J. Hanscom and James Megeath. “Af the time of

the donation,” Omaha historians James W. Savage and
John T. Bell report,”it was extremely rough, covered by

" hagzel brush and natural forest trees, situated in an inac-

cessible and unmv:tmg portion of the city, then but

- sparsely settled.”

in 1889 and 1890 Cleve}and was pald $913.30 for

plans to improve the rough tract of land. Although the

landscape architect’s drawings have been lost, design ele-
ments that were evi&endy part of his origihal pians have
survived. The 1892 Commissioners report remarks that
“a belt of pine trees was planted on the northwest side of

" the park which when grown will have a charming effect.

Tins northwest portion o the park since being decorated
w1th flowers is becomz
pmes and flower

Lily pond in i‘fa.nscoi'n
Park; 1909



Turner Boulevard
‘Turner Park

‘The report of the Board of Park Commissioners for 1897 -+ -

comments that a notable feature of the year was dona-
tions of lands by “public spirited citizens...indicating a
- growing inferest in our parks.” Mentioned among them

\‘

; y”%‘f; L

: ’lfz"” 7
. ¢ . . : ( .l
was the “generous donation of Mrs. Charlotte M. Tumner b
of thiry-two lots in blocks No 1. and 2. Summit Place, for - -+
e

WY

- parks and boulevard purposes.” This donation greatly
increased the prospects for the system’s Central Boule-
vard, later called the West Central Boulevard ~- the con< =
- necting link between Hanscom and Bemis parks.
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" Turnet Park; 1915

~ After the turn of the century, the Jand donated by _
) Mrs. Turner was deveiop_ed as Curtiss Tumer Park with - '
the boulevard running along its eastern edge. The son of
Charlotte and her husband Charleé a real estate develop-
Er, Cumss Turner was a civil engmeer who died inan
';f_'1898 avaianche in Alaska. It appears ‘that after his death, -
: the Turners requested that their lanid’ donatlon be usedas .
- a park o memorialize their son.
Through condemnatlon proceedmgs, a(idmonai 1and 2
- for the bouievard was assembied and the ‘West Central -
connector. between Hanscom and Berms was officially
" opened for ase in 1902 The port:on of the West Central
parkway extendmg from Wooiworth Avenue to Dodge ' -
Street was named Tumer boulevard in 1913 hononng the'- "'
first land donor. *- ' '




" Fall in Bemis Park;
" befare dramage, eart
1 QBBS

Bemis Park;1916

" containing a steep ravine and creek; was covered with
native trees and brush. The Commission purchased ﬁbout
three additional acres from the Bemis Company, and in
1893 H.W.S. Cleveland was paid $200 to complete park
. designs. Cleveland determined that the ravine could b
filled in to create a }arger area of usable ground but
" instead recommended to preserve the natural picturesque’ .
" features of the tract, mcludmg : great mlmber of ems g
elm, linden and hackberry trees. - - S

. Aswork began on the development of the park 3
- conffict arose between then—Mayor Berms” owner of the

. Bemis Land Company, and the Park Comnussxone:s con-

" cemning the park boundaries. Bemis felt that the construc-

tion of Lincoln Boulevard encroached upon his land; he

also wanted the ravine filled in. A batile was waged in the
press with Bemis bemoaning his gift of land, and Cleve-
land countering that if his plans were altered, “I should

L




_ View of the Clarinda Apartments from Turner Park; 1815

& Thls 1dea of small parks Iocated at pomts along the
:_ bouievard system ‘was consistent “with what we know of -

the Cleveland plan. In fact, in his first. report to the Oma- - )

ha Commlssmn in 1889, the landscape arch;tect stressed -
the need for small parks, recommendmg “the appropria~

i uon at occasmnai intervals of orie or more blocks to be . o

! _reserved as smatl parks easily accessible to those that

need them ” “IdeaHy,” Cleveland contmued “these parks S

' __would be Tinked to the boulevards.”™

VLeavenworth Street (now called Leavenworth Park) was

 another example of a small park of this type. Called the . ) '
", “Sunken Gardens,” this Tectangular parcel was acquired. -

. ‘around 1910 and later received its name from below-
o street—grade ornamental flower beds. '
Simllarly, building upon the idea of boulevards as

, 11near parks, the land that is now Dewey Park — on Tarn-

_er Boulevard between Farnam and Leavenworth- .
Streets — was also acquired around 1910. Like Leaven-

-worth Park with its ball diamonds and play equipment, - - .

Dewey Park has been appropriated for more structured -
types-of recreational activities that H.W.S. Cleveland
could not have envisioned.

The block-long open area along Tumer Bouievard at '

. Lincoln Boulevard, Bemis Park

Mercer Park and |
Mercer Park Boulevard

: The 1889 Bemis Park subdivision plat shows Lincoln

Boulevard winding through the southern portion of the res-
idential suburb between 32nd Street and Pleasant Street,

" now 38th Street. The road borders an area designated

“Pubhc Park™ on the map; this is the ravine that was soon .-

“tobe developed by ‘the Park Commissioners as Bemis

Park. )
The Bemis Park additié)n was the ¢ity’s first subdivi- -

" sion to be laid out with a curving street pattern that con-

formed to the lay of the land, as opposed to the rule of the’

. rectangular block, or gridiron plan.

The landscape arcmtcct Alfred Edgerton of New York
was responsible for the subdivision’s design. His work
appealed to HW.S. Cleveland and the first Park Commis-
sioners: they mcorporated the road into their plan for the |

. Central Bou}evard the link betwe n Bemis and Hanscom -
- Park, Later the szgmﬁcance of meoin Boulevard was - -
. _acknowiedged by extendmg the niame to the stretch of

‘boulevard between Dodge and 32nd Street. A large pomon .
" of this boulevard was obliterated in the building of [-480
- — only the portion between 30th Street and Mercer Park -

- road remams intadét.

" Portion of West Cen- = -
{rat Boulevard, later

- {o become Lincoin
Boulevard; 1813

Tn 1889 the Bemis Land Company donated to thé

‘Board of Park Commissioners a six-acre tract of unbuild--

able eround within the Bemis Park subdivision. The tract, -



